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ROMANS 13: 1-14 
 
 

The event of one being saved impacts all other relationships associated with the 
believer’s life (chapter 12)—EVERYTHING CHANGES 
 
A. Attitudes, words, actions, and citizenship 
 
Reverence for God 
Speak life (life and death is in the tongue—build up and not tear down) 
Love out LOUD (actions) 
In the world but not of the world (citizens of Heaven) 
 
 
This lesson is a continuation of and on the topic of Supernatural Living! 
 
1. Our relationship with God—present our bodies a living sacrifice 
 
2. Relationships with our brothers and sisters, non-Christians, and even our  
enemies 
 
 
Submission to Governing Authorities 
 
1. We answer to those in positions of authority—OBEDIENCE/FOLLOWING  
THE LAW 
 
2. Pay Taxes 
 
 
Romans 12:1-3 NKJV 
“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore, 



whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist 
will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a terror to good works, but 
to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will 
have praise from the same.” 
Romans 13:1-3 NKJV 
 
 
Governing authorities—those who have civil authority over the people 
 
A. Any and all power possessed by civil authorities is derived from God! 
 
B. God established three institutions: 
 
1. Home 
 
2. Church 
 
3. Human Government 
 
Each is a divine institution “created for the care and protection of humanity.” 
 
A. “This DOES NOT mean that God approves of all forms of government, but it 
does mean that He is behind all governmental authority that is designed for the 
collective good of its citizens.” 
 
1Peter 2:13-17 NLT 
“For the Lord’s sake, submit to all human authority—whether the king as head of 
state, or the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish those 
who do wrong and to honor those who do right. It is God’s will that your 
honorable lives should silence those ignorant people who make foolish 
accusations against you. For you are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use 
your freedom as an excuse to do evil. Respect everyone, and love the family of 
believers. Fear God, and respect the king.” 
1 Peter 2:13-17 NLT 
 
 
 



B. God has established all power. Whoever resists the power is actually  
resisting the ordinance of God (administration of God).  
 
C. Resisting the government is equal to resisting the administration of God’s  
system of law and order. 
 
D. Said persons shall receive to themselves “damnation”—means judgment  
and this probably refers to punishment that God allows through civil  
authorities. 
 
 
Remember that the law is for the law-breaker. Only those who break the law have 
reason to fear the law (vs-3). 
 
Though there be no perfect government, all governments serve to restrain evil at 
some level. Paul presents a positive picture of effective government—he 
describes them in terms of what God has appointed them to do—maintain order! 
 
A. Paul does not address governmental authorities that have gone awry— 
who, rather than restricting evil, have contributed to its expansion.  
 
 
Proverbs 8:15-16 NLT 
“Because of me, kings reign, and rulers make just decrees. Rulers lead with my 
help, and nobles make righteous judgments.” 
Proverbs 8:15-16 NLT 
 
 
Romans 13:4-5 NLT 
“The authorities are God’s servants, sent for your good. But if you are doing 
wrong, of course you should be afraid, for they have the power to punish you. 
They are God’s servants, sent for the very purpose of punishing those who do 
what is wrong. So you must submit to them, not only to avoid punishment, but 
also to keep a clear conscience.” 
Romans 13:4-5 NLT 
 



All are sinners and we need some kind of authority over us. Even when we cannot 
respect those who govern, we must respect the government because it is an 
institution of God.  
 
Civil authorities have the God-given right to bear the sword. They have the 
authority to inflict punishment on evildoers. 
 
A. Capital punishment for certain crimes (how does this fit with THOU SHALL  
NOT KILL?) 
 
Genesis 9:52 NLT 
“If anyone takes a human life, that person’s life will also be taken by human 
hands. For God made human beings in his own image.” 
Genesis 9:6 NLT 
 
Matthew 26:50-52 NLT 
“Jesus said, “My friend, go ahead and do what you have come for.” Then the 
others grabbed Jesus and arrested him. But one of the men with Jesus pulled out 
his sword and struck the high priest’s slave, slashing off his ear. “Put away your 
sword,” Jesus told him. “Those who use the sword will die by the sword.” 
Matthew 26:50-52 NLT 
 
 
Grounds For Civil Disobedience  
 
A. There is a time for wrong and wrongful authorities to be confronted!!! 
 
B. Challenge ISSUES rather than INDIVIDUALS!!! 
 
Acts 4:16-19 NLT 
“What should we do with these men?” they asked each other. “We can’t deny 
that they have performed a miraculous sign, and everybody in Jerusalem knows 
about it. But to keep them from spreading their propaganda any further, we must 
warn them not to speak to anyone in Jesus’ name again.” So they called the 
apostles back in and commanded them never again to speak or teach in the name 
of Jesus. But Peter and John replied, “Do you think God wants us to obey you 
rather than him?” 



Acts of the Apostles 4:16-19 NLT 
 
 
Romans 13:6-7 NLT 
“Pay your taxes, too, for these same reasons. For government workers need to be 
paid. They are serving God in what they do. Give to everyone what you owe them: 
Pay your taxes and government fees to those who collect them, and give respect 
and honor to those who are in authority.” 
Romans 13:6-7 NLT 
 
HISTORICAL CONTEXT MUST COME INTO PLAY: 
 
Taxes or tribute—typically what is paid to a foreign ruler 
 
Dues—refers to all that is owed 
 
Custom—toll taxes and revenue raised from the sale of goods 
 
“WITHOUT FINANCES, GOVERNMENT CANNOT FUNCTION!” The person in 
authority may not be worthy, but the institution is, since it was designed by 
God!!!` 
 
Respect and Honor to whom it is due: 
 
A. Show respect and honor to all who hold public office  
 
B. Pay all taxes without a spirit of contempt 
 
C. Christians are to be model citizens 
 
 
Why must we maintain a good attitude while paying taxes and tribute, especially 
toward those we disagree with—those in authority which we have a great dislike 
for along with their behaviors? 
 
 
CONSTRAINS OF LOVE 



 
A Good and Pure Conscience!!! 
 
ROMANS 13:8-10 NLT 
“Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you 
love your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law. For the 
commandments say, “You must not commit adultery. You must not murder. You 
must not steal. You must not covet.” These—and other such commandments—
are summed up in this one commandment: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
Love does no wrong to others, so love fulfills the requirements of God’s law.” 
Romans 13:8-10 NLT 
 
Not only are we to pay our taxes, but we are to pay persons that we owe. The  
 
word OWE, in its present tense, means “do not keep owing anything.”  
 
A. This does not mean you cannot buy anything on credit, but the bill ought to  
 
be paid and paid on time. To not pay is a form of stealing. IN MY HUMBLE  
 
OPINION, filing bankruptcy, to avoid paying one’s debt, is sin! If we owe it, we  
 
ought pay it—even if circumstances mean that we pay what we owe late—past  
 
the due date!!! 
 
B. Our only OBLIGATION as Christians is to LOVE ONE ANOTHER! “The debt  
 
we owe because of the CROSS, can never be fully repaid except by continually  
 
loving one another.”  
 
1John 4:7-11 NLT 
“Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. 
Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God. But anyone who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how much he loved us by 
sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life 



through him. This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. Dear friends, since God loved us 
that much, we surely ought to love each other.” 
1 John 4:7-11 NLT 
 
THIS LOVE IS TO BE DEMONSTRATED TOWARD BOTH OUR BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS IN CHRIST AND THE UNSAVED AS WELL!!! 
 
OUR LOVE OF GOD WILL CONSTRAIN US—keep us from doing some things while 
COMPELLING us to do others.  
 
A. Constrains—will not allow our breaking any of the commandments that  
 
deal with man’s relationship to man (will not commit adultery, kill, steal lie,  
 
covet, etc.) 
 
 
B. Rather than doing harmful things, Christians ought do whatever he or she  
 
can to benefit others because LOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF THE LAW. 
 
Galatians 5:13-14 NLT 
“For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. But don’t 
use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your freedom to serve 
one another in love. For the whole law can be summed up in this one command: 
“Love your neighbor as yourself.”” 
Galatians 5:13-14 NLT 
 
 
 


